Lab 10 Notes – Advanced ASP Database Connectivity

1. If you don’t want to display a field to the user, such as the ID field in the update_form.asp, you can hide it. After completing your ASP:

a) Right click the cell that includes the information you want to hide. It will look something like <%=FP_FieldHTML(fp_rs,”CustomerID”)%>.  
b) Select “Font”. 

c) Click on the “Hidden” box and the field will not be displayed to the user.

2. To improve the appearance of the return page when adding a record:

a) Right click inside the dotted box in the input.asp

b) Select Form Properties
c) Click the Options button 

d) In the URL of confirmation page (optional) type in the name of a new HTML or ASP page that you want displayed.

Another option would be to send the input to an ASP where the input could be displayed for confirmation then entered into the database.

3. To improve the appearance of the return page for a successful update, change or delete the wording inside the returned table. 

a) Go to step 3 in database results wizard, click on More Options. 

b) In the Message to display if no records are returned textbox, type whatever you want displayed. 

c) If you delete all the text, you may use standard HTML tags on the returned page to display a message.

To hide the table: 

a) Right click inside the results box in the .asp file.

b) Select Table Properties
c) Set Border/Size = 0.

4. Creating hyperlinks in query results tables:

a) In any column in the results section (i.e. <<Email>>) right click and select Hyperlink.
b) Click on the Parameters button. 

c) Delete the http:// in the path box. 

d) Click on Insert Field Value. Select the field (i.e. “Email”) in which you want to create a hyperlink. 

e) Click OK
f) In the URL text box, in front of the field name tag, type in mailto: 

g) Click OK
The displayed results for the email cell will have an email hyperlink.

5. For databases with a large number of records, you may want to query the database to find a specific record to update or delete. In the following example we will query the database for a specific record then we will click on a hyperlink in the results table that will call an ASP that will display the record that we want to update or delete:

a) First create a new ASP that will display the results of a query. Name it queryupdate.asp (Create it using the same steps as in #20 from lab 9). 

b) In any column in the results section (i.e. <<FirstName>>) right click and select Hyperlink.
c) Click on the Parameters button. 

d) Delete the http:// in the path box. 

e) Click on Insert Field Value. Select the key field (i.e. “CustomerID”) then click OK. 

f) Note the string in the URL box. 
g) In the URL Box, before the string it now contains, type in the name of the ASP that you want the ID information to go to followed by a question mark, then an equals sign (i.e. updateall.asp?CustomerID=<%=FP_FieldURL(fp_rs,"CustomerID")%>). This step will send the specific CustomerID number for the record to the specified ASP (to either update or delete).

h) The remaining steps will describe how to connect to an update ASP. 

i) Create a new ASP named updateall.asp, just like query.asp from Lab 9. It should show one record at a time and all of its fields.

j) In step 3 of the wizard click on “More Options” then “Criteria”. Click on Add then select CustomerID equals CustomerID. That will accept the CutomerID number that is sent from queryupdate.asp and show you only that record.

k) Next Click OK/OK
l) In step 4, for formatting options select “List - one field per item” and for List options select “Text fields”. 

m) For step 5 select “Split records into groups” and enter “1” records per group. Make sure that the “Add search form” box is not checked.

n) Save the page as updateall.asp. We can use updateall.asp just like the update_form page to update our record. In fact we can use the same ASP to actually update the database.
o) In updateall.asp, Right-click inside the form, and click Form Properties.

p) In Form Properties, click the Send to other button, and then click Options
q) In the Action field, type update.asp. Click OK twice and then save the page as updateall.asp. This will send the updated info to the database.
There can be many reasons for an update error message that says something about some of the fields being empty. Basically it is probably an error in the SQL code where a field name and an input box variable name do not match perfectly. Also if there is an extra space in the SQL code it will cause errors.

6. An interesting use of the above example (step #5) is requiring a user to input their ID/password before being permitted to update their record. Suppose there is a web page that allows an anonymous user to input a record. Two of the input fields could be ID and password. If later the user wants to modify their record, a simple approach would be to have them enter their ID/password into input boxes, then query the database for a record that matches those entries. If the user doesn’t know their ID/password, then no record is returned to update. If they enter the correct ID/password, their record is displayed in the query results table.  Then they can click on the hyperlink which takes them to their record for updating as above.
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