NNTP LAB

1. NNTP Server is not available on Win2K Pro or WinXP Pro.

2. Open the MMC, right-click the Default NNTP Virtual Server then select Properties.

3. Select the General Tab/Advanced to see the default ports. Note the SSL port.

4. Select the Access Tab then the Authentication button to see what options are available.

5. Select the Access/Connection control to view IP restrictions

6. Select the Settings Tab to view properties that are controllable.

7. Right click on the Default NNTP Virtual Server then select New/Virtual Server to view the New NNTP Virtual Server Wizard. No need to create a new server.

8. Expand the Default NNTP Virtual Server to view the Newsgroups. Note the default newsgroups installed. Select one and right click to view its properties. This is where you can elect whether to moderate the newsgroup.

9. Right click Newsgroups and select New Newsgroup to open the New Newsgroup wizard. No need to create a new newsgroup.

10.  Now lets set up a News client. Go to Outlook and select View/Go to/News. Another option is to type in news:// in the Internet Explorer URL. Either method starts the News client. Then select Tools/Accounts/Add/News to start the wizard to add an NNTP server. (In Netscape double-click the mail envelope icon on the bottom of the browser window then select File/New/Account to start the news wizard)

11. Type in your name and your email address in the first two steps of the wizard. For the third step type in my server IP address: 131.120.51.194 as the NNTP server address. Finish the wizard.

12. When completed there will be a pop up form that asks whether you want to download newsgroups. Select yes. This will send you a complete list of possible newsgroups to join. Subscribe to “control.cancel” newsgroup by clicking the subscribe button. OK.

13. In the left pane window you will now see your NNTP server and the newsgroups you have subscribed to.

14. Select the “control.cancel” newsgroup and note the message in the top right windowpane. This displays a list of available messages to read with just the title line. Click on them and read the contents in the right bottom pane. 

15. On the top icon bar click on the “Reply to Group Button” and send a quick reply. If the no sender error message appears it means you have not set up your email client on your PC. If that is the case just don’t reply.

16. Now lets connect to an Internet news server with tens of thousands of newsgroups. Go to the IS4506 homepage and click on the News Servers link. This takes us to a database of NNTP servers on the net. It shows that there are 109,000 newsgroups.

17. Under Tools Column click on “Search for a Newsgroup”.

18. In the textbox, type in a subject interesting to you such as “XML”. Note the list of newsgroups that are returned. Click on the specific one that interests you and a list of NNTP servers that host this newsgroup is displayed. Click on an NNTP server (i.e. msnews.Microsoft.com) that you want to connect with. All of the information you need is displayed.

19. Now open your news client and create an account on the news server and subscribe to your newsgroup using steps 10 through 14 from above, substituting the information for the new NNTP server and newsgroup.

20. When you create an account on the new NNTP Server it may take a few seconds to download the list of newsgroups because it may be tens of thousands of titles.

21. You may return to the newsgroups list later and change the newsgroups you wish to subscribe to. 

22. You may join multiple newsgroups on one NNTP Server and you may join multiple NNTP Servers.

23. Enjoy

