Web Page Authoring

Learning Objective

In this lesson the student will learn how to create a simple web page.

HTML
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When a user clicks on a hyperlink in a web page, the web browser actually requests a file from a web server. The web server then returns that file to the web browser where it is processed and displayed. The web page is constructed using Hypertext Makeup Language (HTML) rules and the server processes the requests and returns the files using Hypertext Transport Protocol (HTTP). The web browser can be located on any platform and request HTML files from any HTTP compliant server residing on any platform. 

HTML pages use control tags similar to the ones used in word processing programs. These tags tell the web browser to process the text in a specific way so that various colors and fonts can be displayed. 

HTML Framework

The minimum framework of a web page consists of the following tags:

<html>

  <head>

    <title>My first IS 3001 web page</title>

  </head>

  <body>

    Hello world! This is my first web page!

  </body>

</html>
The <html> tag tells the browser that the file should be processed as an HTML file. The “/” slash symbol inside a tag signifies the end of that section so </html> means the end of the text that should be treated as an HTML. 

The <head> identifies a specific section that can be used for several subheadings. One of subheading must be the <title> section. This is displayed as the title bar of the web page. The <body> section is usually the largest section. It includes the main text, images, and hyperlinks. 

Creating a simple web page
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A simple method and the way many early web pages were created is by using Windows “Notepad”. The HTML file is displayed in the web browser. Open Windows Notepad by going to “Start/Programs/Accessories/Notepad”. Insert the text from above by cutting and pasting it into Notepad. Then save the file as an HTML file by clicking on File/Save AS...”C:\webpages\test.htm” (any location will do). The file extension “.htm” or “.html” designates the file as an HTML file. Then from your web browser open the file by selecting (from the top left corner of the browser) File/Open “C:\webpages\test.htm”. 

You can see that the web page title bar reads “My first IS 3001 web page” and that the text “Hello world!” is contained inside the browser window. Also notice that the URL address reads “C:\webpages\test.htm” rather than the usual http://... that a URL would contain if we were receiving the page from an HTTP server. Experiment with the HTML file by inserting your own text.

Learning more about HTML 

There are many books written about HTML authoring and thousands of web pages dedicated to the subject. One of the easiest ways of creating a good web page is find one you like and look at its HTML code. You can do this by navigating to the web page then in the web browser select: “View/Source”. Now you can use copy and paste to use that code in your own web page.
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Two good tutorials on creating web pages can be found at How Web Pages Work and the Beginners Guide to HTML. A web page that allows you to see what your code will look like is located at the Try Out Your HTML Page. Also available is a Microsoft tutorial on FrontPage 2000 and an interesting demonstration of Microsoft’s new version of FrontPage 2002 for Office XP.
